
 

The  Galway City & 
County Childcare  
Committee‘s role  is to 
co-ordinate, support 
and assist the  
development of quality 
childcare services in 
Galway. �
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TRAINING FOR 
COMMITTEE MEMBERS 
 
Topic: 
Setting up a Limited Com-
pany 
 
BALLINASLOE 
Date: Wednesday, June 
18th 2008 
Venue: Shearwater Hotel, 
Ballinasloe 
Time: 10.00 a.m.—1.00 
p.m. 
 
TUAM   
Date: Thursday, June 19th 
2008 
Venue: Corrlea Court Hotel, 
The Square, Tuam 
Time: 10.00 a.m.—1.00 
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SETTING UP AS A 
COMPANY:  Be Not 
Afraid! Many groups wonder if they should set up as 

a company. People fear filling out forms, the bureaucracy and the 
formality of it all. I say ‘be not afraid’! 

What is a Company? A company is a legal structure. It is an association of persons 
formed for a purpose of some business or undertaking carried on in the name of the asso-
ciation.  
A company is a legal status that exists separately and independently of its members – this 
is a great source of protection to a group especially if the group is going to handle money 
or enter into contracts such as employment contracts with staff, or a contract to lease 
premises.   (Continued on page 3) 
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IT’S CHILDREN’S DAY IN GALWAY ON SUNDAY, JUNE 22nd!  
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Galway’s Children invited to celebrate their specia l day on Sun-
day 22 nd June 

Children's Day, a fun-filled, free play day for children from Galway city and county, will take place in Eyre  
Square on Sunday, June 22nd from 2.00 p.m. – 4.00 p.m. 

Organised by Galway City & County Childcare Committee, HSE West, Galway City Council and The GAF, the 
day promises a line up of FREE entertainment to suit children from pre-school to teen age.  

Street theatre performers like Séamus McJuggler and live music acts provided by Galway’s Youth Café and  
The GAF, will be some of the main attractions on the day. 

Other attractions include story-telling circles hosted by the Galway County Mobile Library, the Galway Childcare  
Committee Mobile Play Bus, the Agri-Aware Mobile Farm, and the Galway City Fire Engine. 

This year, volunteers from The GAF will help children demonstrate their artistic talents on an Interactive Art 
Wall and Mosaic.  Sporting activities will include Rugby, Basketball, Soccer and Football. 

As a special contribution to Children’s Day, Bus Éireann is providing free bus travel for children within the city 
limits between 1.30 p.m. and 4.30 p.m.   

Speaking about the event, Mary Giblin of the Galway Childcare Committee said “Children’s Day has been a 
successful, annual event in Galway since 2002.  It’s a fantastic opportunity for us all to highlight the importance 
of making time for children and families.”  

She added “Last year 1,000 children participated in the activities in Eyre Square throughout the afternoon, and  
we expect the same numbers to come along this year.  All of the acts are popular with the children but one of 
the big attractions is the mobile farm which has a donkey, sheep, cow and a goat.  Another big hit is the Galway 
City fire engine – the kiddies love setting off the siren!  The sporting activities are equally popular among the 
boys and girls and all activities and entertainment are free; so we would encourage the Mums and Dads to 
bring the kiddies to Eyre Square on Sunday, 22nd June for a great family day out!” 

 

For further information about Galway Children’s Day please contact:  091 752039 or mail@galwaychildcare.com 

Mr. Barry Andrews T.D., Minister for Children and Y outh 
Affairs being presented a crystal bowl by Katie Bur ke, with 
Catherine Forde, Playgroup Leader, Croí na nÓg . 
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Child Protection Training  

There is still time to send in your Keeping Safe  Child Protec-
tion Questionnaires .  This Questionnaire has been circulated 
to childcare providers to ascertain the need for child protec-
tion training in the city and county.  IF YOUR SERVICE HAS 
NOT RETURNED THE QUESTIONNAIRE YET, PLEASE 
SEND IT TO GALWAY CITY & COUNTY CHILDCARE COM-
MITTEE AS SOON AS POSSIBLE. 

Dormant Accounts— Grants for Pre-schools  

7�� Dormant Accounts Pre-school Quality Improve-
ment Programme  is a new funding measure that is 
open to preschools that feed into DEIS Urban Band 1 
Primary Schools.The aim of this funding initiative is to 
support and improve quality practice in the preschool 
setting.  A once off grant to the maximum value of 
€10,000 per preschool setting can be applied for. Ap-
plication forms are now available on www.cecde.ie. 
Community and Private Pre-schools that feed in to 
DEIS Urban Band 1 schools are eligible to apply.  
Closing date: 4th July 2008.�

!�� Pre-school Education Initiative for Traveller 
Children.  The purpose of the pre-school initiative is to 
encourage the enrolment and regular attendance of 
Traveller children in integrated pre-school settings and 
to support pre-school settings in creating an inclusive 
environment.  Interested Private and Community 
based pre-schools may apply.   Application forms for 
funding in 2008 can be downloaded from: 
---��������
���� ���The closing date for receipt of  
applications is 31/07/08.  Community & Private Pre-
schools may apply for this grant, which supports the 
integration of Traveller children in pre-schools. �

For assistance in completing these application form s 
please contact your Development Officer at the Galw ay 

City and County Childcare Committee .   

*************************************************************** 

Relief Panel Update 
The Galway City & County Childcare Committee is 
presently establishing a Relief Panel of suitably quali-
fied and experienced Childcare Workers.  Applicants 
have been interviewed and references and other rele-
vant documentation are currently being submitted to 
Galway City & County Childcare Committee.  The list of 
Relief Workers will be available to Childcare Providers 
once all the documentation has been processed.  

SETTING UP AS A COMPANY:  
Be Not Afraid! (Continued) 
It is for reasons of protecting the individuals in a group against 
legal action that some government agencies that give groups 
funding ask them to set up a company legal structure.  
 
If you are not a company and do not have legal status then in 
law it is the individual members of the group that employ the 
worker, enter into a contract, manage funds etc.  In the event of 
legal proceedings it is the individual members who are respon-
sible.  
 
If you are a company and you have legal status – you have a 
separate legal entity,  the company – and it is the company that 
will be the subject of legal action. The 
company’s assets are registered with the company and not with 
the individuals.  
 
It can cost as little as €100 to set up a company limited by guar-
antee.  
 
To set up a company forms need to be filled out – and a Memo-
randum and Articles of Association need to be agreed by the 
group. There are templates of these available on the internet.  
 
As looking for charitable status involves the submission of a 
Memorandum and Articles of Association to the office of the 
Revenue Commissioners it makes sense to do company regis-
tration and charitable status at the same time.  
 
While these processes take some time both the Companies Reg-
istration Office and the Revenue are very helpful. They have 
websites with all the forms needed.  
 
The key thing to remember is that by incorporating your group 
as a Company Limited by guarantee you are setting up a sepa-
rate legal entity and protecting the individual members of the 
group. So why be afraid?  
 
If you have any query on establishing as a Company please 
contact Pádraig Kelly, GCCC Development Officer. GCCC will 
be organising information sessions in the Autumn that will be 
attended by staff from the relevant bodies dealing with compa-
nies and charitable status.  
 
UPCOMING TRAINING FOR  
COMMITTEE MEMBERS 
 
Topic:    Setting up a Limited Company 
 
BALLINASLOE 
Date: Wednesday, June 18th 2008 
Venue: Shearwater Hotel, Ballinasloe 
Time: 10.00 a.m.—1.00 p.m. 
 
TUAM   
Date: Thursday, June 19th 2008 
Venue: Corrlea Court Hotel, The Square, Tuam 
Time: 10.00 a.m.—1.00 p.m. 
 
 

  

Information on upcoming training available from the  

online training calendar at 

http://www.galwaychildcare.com/training_cal.asp  
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Funded by the Irish Government  

under the National Childcare Investment Programme 2 006-2010 
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Network Meeting Follow-up 
After School Network Meeting - 22nd April—Included a Workshop on Behaviour Management. 

Supervisors’ Network Meeting - 24th April—Topic: HR Issues and Employment Legislation 

Providers Network Meeting - 29th May— Guest Speaker: Denis Rohan, IMPACT Trade 
Union.  A follow-up meeting will be called by IMPACT to discuss organisation of childcare staff at local level to 
lobby for better terms and conditions of employment.  Childcare Owner-Managers will be advised on joining an 
Employer’s Organisation to assist them in seeking greater Government supports for childcare.   
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In order to make information sharing more efficient, The Galway City & County childcare Committee is looking 
at  starting a webtext service.  We are also checking the possibility of making greater use of email services .  
Please forward a permanent mobile phone number and email address along with permission to use the 
information, and return the form below to the Galwa y City & County Childcare Committee:  
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����ASSISTANCE AVAILABLE FROM GALWAY CITY & COUNTY CHILDCARE 
COMMITTEE WORKSHOPS  
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